
 

Multiples choice questions (items) = Fixed choice questions = Selected response items 
 

 

 

 
 

Checklist for multiple choice items (12) 

_____ Each stem is connected to a learning outcome for the course 

_____ Most information is included in the stem so the options are short 
_____ Stems are constructed in the positive, not negative (or, negative words are underlined) 
_____ Stem stated (when possible) as a direct question, not as an incomplete statement 

_____ There is only one correct response per item (or best possible response) 
_____ There is no irrelevant and/or verbose information in the stem 

_____ Distractors are constructed to address common mistakes / misconceptions that students may have 
_____ All alternatives (options) are plausible and attractive to the less knowledgeable or skillful student 
_____ All alternatives (options) are mutually exclusive, arranged in the (chrono)logical order 

_____ All alternatives (options) are approximately equal in length, grammatically parallel with each other 
_____ “All of the above,” “None of the above” options are not used (if used, they are rarely correct answers) 

_____ Correct response letters (a, b, c, d) are randomly but proportionally distributed throughout the test 
 
Stem items may have a problem, scenario, or reading to reflect on before answering. Ergo, you test not factual 

knowledge but complex thinking. 
 
Tim’s second grade teacher is concerned because of the following observations about Tim’s behavior in class: 

 Withdraws from peers on the playground and during  groupwork 

 Often confuses syllables in words (ex: says mazagine instead of magazine) 

 Often confuses b and d, p and q, etc. when writing or recognizing letters  

 Loses his place when reading 

The teacher has arranged a meeting with Tim’s mother to discuss these concerns. Which of the following statements 

is best for the teacher to say to Tim’s mother? 

A. Tim needs extra practice reading and writing problematic letters and words at home at least 30 minutes per day.  

B. Please discuss the importance of schoolwork to Tim so that he will increase his efforts in classwork. 

C. These are possible symptoms of dyslexia so I would like to refer him to a specialist for diagnosis.  

D. Please adjust Tim’s diet because he is most likely showing symptoms of ADHD due to food allergies. 

Explanation: C is the best answer because the behaviors could be symptoms of dyslexia. The other options are plausible, 

but not the best. Tim is already showing signs of social anxiety, so extra practice, or increasing effort could worsen the anxiety. 

The collection of “symptoms” does not indicate ADHD as much as a learning disability.  

  

Which of the following philosophical schools was 
most identified with the Greek philosopher Aristotle? 
 
A. Stoicism 
B. Agnosticism 
C. Platonism 
D. Empiricism 

stem 

incorrect responses / distractors 

correct response 

alternatives / 

options 



True-False questions 
With true-false questions you cover a lot of content in a short time, scoring is easy & reliable. But false 

statements do not mean students know the correct answer. 
Types of true-false questions: 

(a) simple (just circle true or false); 

(b) complex (choose between true, false, not mentioned, opinion, etc.); 
(c) compound (if false, what makes it false?) 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Checklist for true-false questions (8) 

_____ Statements are definitely true or definitely false 
_____ Statements are short, simple, clear, with no unfamiliar vocabulary, approximately the same length 

_____ Statements are stated positively 
_____ Each statement tests only one idea 

_____ Statements are not taken directly from the textbook, lecture, or other materials 
_____ Statement do not contain determiners (“all,” “always,” “none,” “never,” “usually,” “sometimes”) 
_____ Statements are 50% true and 50% false; or, there are more false statements (up to 15%) 

_____ Statements include enough background information and qualifications 

The following questions are True-False questions. If the statement is true, 
circle T, and go to the next question. If the statement is false, circle F, write 
the specific portion of the statement that makes it false in space A, and 
rewrite the incorrect portion so that it is true in space B. 
 
T    F 1. According to cognitive theorists, a learner will learn by rote if he 

lacks a cognitive structure. 
 A ____________________ 
 B ____________________ 
 
T   F 2. The construction and maintenance of interstate highways is 

provided by both state and federal governments. 
 A ____________________ 
 B ____________________ 
 
T   F 3. If you were to stand in a canoe and throw a life jacket forward to 

another canoe, chances are your canoe would jerk backward. 
 A ____________________ 
 B ____________________ 
 

Background information 

provided 

Instead of a textbook phrase 
“For every action there is an 

opposite and equal reaction” 

Single idea 
Simply and clearly stated 

Positively stated 

No determiners (e.g., “all”) 


